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Executive Summary (1 minute read)
Saraceni v Mentha [No 2] (WASC) - defamation - pleadings - defendant sought to strike out
paragraphs of plaintiff's statement of claim - application dismissed
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Summaries With Link (Five Minute Read)
Saraceni v Mentha [No 2] [2021] WASC 192
Supreme Court of Western Australia
Kenneth Martin J
Defamation - pleadings - defendant sought to strike out paragraphs of plaintiff's statement of
claim - 'innuendo amendment pleas' - 'popular or false innuendo pleas' - 'Utterance plea' 'introduced phrase concerning interrogatories' - 'arguably derived' - abuse of process - 'truth
defence' - Westgem Investments Pty Ltd v Commonwealth Bank of Australia Ltd [No 6] [2020]
WASC 302 - O20 r19 & O21 r3(3) Rules of the Supreme Court 1971 (WA) - held: application
dismissed.
Saraceni
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A Midsummer Noon in the Australian Forest
By: Charles Harpur

NOT a sound disturbs the air,
There is quiet everywhere;
Over plains and over woods
What a mighty stillness broods!
All the birds and insects keep
Where the coolest shadows sleep;
Even the busy ants are found
Resting in their pebbled mound;
Even the locust clingeth now
Silent to the barky bough:
Over hills and over plains
Quiet, vast and slumbrous, reigns.
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Only there ’s a drowsy humming
From yon warm lagoon slow coming:
’Tis the dragon-hornet—see!
15
All bedaubed resplendently,
Yellow on a tawny ground—
Each rich spot nor square nor round,
Rudely heart-shaped, as it were
The blurred and hasty impress there
Of a vermeil-crusted seal,
Dusted o’er with golden meal.
Only there ’s a droning where
Yon bright beetle shines in air,
Tracks it in its gleaming flight
25
With a slanting beam of light,
Rising in the sunshine higher,
Till its shards flame out like fire.
Every other thing is still,
Save the ever-wakeful rill,
Whose cool murmur only throws
Cooler comfort round repose;
Or some ripple in the sea
Of leafy boughs, where, lazily,
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Tired summer, in her bower
35
Turning with the noontide hour,
Heaves a slumbrous breath ere she
Once more slumbers peacefully.
Oh, ’tis easeful here to lie
Hidden from noon’s scorching eye,
In this grassy cool recess
Musing thus of quietness.
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