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 Executive Summary 

Padraic Gibson (on behalf of the Dungay family) v Commissioner of Police (NSW Police
Force) (NSWCA) - public assembly - respondent granted ’prohibition order’ pursuant to
s25(1) Summary Offences Act 1988 (NSW) - jurisdiction - appeal dismissed

Higgins v R (NSWCCA) - criminal law - 'possess prohibited weapon' - 'escape police custody' -
'affray' - 'resist police' - appeal against sentence dismissed

Baker v The State of Western Australia (WASCA) - criminal law - offer to sell or supply
prohibited drug to another - appeal against sentence allowed
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 Summaries With Link (Five Minute Read) 

Padraic Gibson (on behalf of the Dungay family) v Commissioner of Police (NSW Police
Force) [2020] NSWCA 160
Court of Appeal of New South Wales
Bathurst CJ; Bell P; Macfarlan JA
Public assembly - administrative law - respondent sought, pursuant to s25(1) Summary
Offences Act 1988 (NSW), ’prohibition order’ in respect of ’public assembly and procession’ -
protest’s ’stated purpose’ was “To protest against Aboriginal deaths in custody and demand
justice for David Dungay Jnr” - prohibition order granted - appellant appealed - jurisdiction -
procedural fairness - whether non-compliance with procedures in s25(2) Summary Offences Act
deprived Court of jurisdiction - held: appeal dismissed.
View Decision

Higgins v R [2020] NSWCCA 169
Court of Criminal Appeal of New South Wales
Johnson, Wright & Wilson JJ
Criminal law - 'possess prohibited weapon' - 'escape police custody' - 'affray' - 'resist police' -
applicant pleaded guilty to offences - applicant sentenced to 3 years in prison with 1 year 9
months non-parole period - applicant sought to appeal against sentence - applicant contended
error in respect of 'discount on sentence' and that sentence was manifestly excessive - s7(1) 
Weapons Prohibition Act 1998 (NSW) - s13(1) Crimes (Domestic and Personal) Violence Act
2007 (NSW) - ss93C(1) & 546C Crimes Act 1900 (NSW) - held: leave to appeal concerning
discount on sentence refused - leave to appeal concerning manifest excess granted - appeal
dismissed.
View Decision

Baker v The State of Western Australia [2020] WASCA 117
Court of Appeal of Western Australia
Buss P; Mazza & Beech JJA
Criminal law - appellant pleaded guilty of ’eight counts in an indictment’ - each count alleged
appellant ’had offered to sell or supply a prohibited drug, namely methylamphetamine, to
another’ - appellant received ’overall total effective sentence’ of 9 years 8 months in prison -
appellant sought extension of time to appeal - whether open to judge to be ’satisfied beyond
reasonable doubt’ appellant had capacity to supply ’quantity of methylamphetamine’ which
was ’subject of count 8’ - s6(1)(c) Misuse of Drugs Act 1981 (WA) - held: appeal allowed.
Baker
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 Abou Ben Adhem
 
By: Leigh Hunt
 
Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)
 
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
 
And saw, within the moonlight in his room,
 
Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,
 
An angel writing in a book of gold:—
 
Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,
 
And to the presence in the room he said,
 
"What writest thou?"—The vision raised its head,
 
And with a look made of all sweet accord,
 
Answered, "The names of those who love the Lord."
 
"And is mine one?" said Abou. "Nay, not so,"
 
Replied the angel. Abou spoke more low,
 
But cheerly still; and said, "I pray thee, then,
 
Write me as one that loves his fellow men."
 
 
 
The angel wrote, and vanished. The next night
 
It came again with a great wakening light,
 
And showed the names whom love of God had blest,
 
And lo! Ben Adhem's name led all the rest.
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